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\_) tanding majestically on the hills of
Brighton, at the western city limits of
Boston, St. John’s Seminary
is one of two institutions of
the Archdiocese dedicated to
the formation and training of
future priests. Established in |
1884 with its imposing stone
buildings and handsome
architecture, this seminary
has seen some 3,000 priests
ordained to the service of
Boston and other dioceses in
New England.

When the Brotherhood was invited to
Boston by Cardinal Bernard Law in 1995 a
way was opened up for two of our mem-
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to a question on the catechism.

— to fulfill a long held desire for priesthood.
Ordained together in 2000, Fr. Paul now
directs the campus ministry at Boston

University and Fr. Bob is a professor of theolo-
gy and canon law at St. John’s.

In fact, in view of a doctorate
earned previously at the
Gregorian University in Rome,
Fr. Bob began teaching
Ecclesiology at the seminary
even before his ordination.
Having completed my serv-
ice as Head of the Brother-
hood, | was invited to St. John’s
in 2004 to serve as a spiritual
director. In 2006 | began teaching in the pre-
theology program. Thus, in the Archdiocese
our Brotherhood has a role in forming future
leaders not only at two major campuses —
Boston University and Northeastern
continued on back page

Fr. Bob Oliver lectures

on ecclesiology.

Fathers Bob Oliver and Philip Merdinger

offer spiritual and intellectual formation
to future priests as members of the
faculty at St. John’s Seminary in the
Archdiocese of Boston
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- University — but also at St. John’s

Seminary. Serving there also reflects our
charism and documents which state: “We
wish to encourage others committed to or
preparing for clerical celibacy.”

Fr. Bob and | are privi-

enced in this newsletter, or the two other
books that he is developing.

For myself, I've been honored to
address conferences of lay men and give
retreats to priests and seminarians. | also
have the joy of assisting at some of the
twice-yearly college retreats sponsored by

our Brotherhood, and |

leged to work with the
seminarians in two differ-
ent yet complementary
ways: he as a professor
and faculty advisor, | as a
spiritual director. Dr.
Oliver addresses the pub-
lic sphere of a seminari-
an’s life and, with other
faculty members, votes in
the step-by-step advance-
ment of a man toward Holy Orders. As a
spiritual director and confessor, my work
is limited to the ‘internal forum’ of con-
science. Both roles are integral to semi-
nary formation.

With two doctorates — Ecclesiology and
Canon Law — Fr. Bob serves the Archdio-
cese and the larger Church in many ways.
In addition to his heavy teaching load he
has spoken to gatherings of Bishops in
both the USA and Canada on issues rang-
ing from the protection of minors to the
place of lay associations in the Church.

He serves as an advisor to many new asso-
ciations and movements of the laity, and
he also represents the Cardinal at the
yearly gathering of the Neo-Catechumenal
Way in Rome. Amid his many responsibili-
ties somehow he manages to do some
professional writing - like the book refer-

continue to serve in other
pastoral roles within our
community.

So, as you can see, in
this adventure of the Holy
Spirit the Brotherhood of
Hope has been graced by
that same Spirit to touch
the lives of many young
people, especially as they
are in the process of mak-
ing life-defining decisions. May our serv-
ice at universities and in seminary be
pleasing to the Lord Jesus and useful for
the advancement of his Kingdom. {
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' own capabilities. | found they

were much greater than | thought.”

In all, we ran over 500 miles on the
road. In the process we not only strength-
ened our bodies but we solidified our ties
of brotherhood. Sophomore David Ruffner
told me that going through this trial side-
by-side with other men formed a “bond of
unity in us.” “I feel | can run longer and
do more when we're running together,”
said Ruffner.

Finally, the day of the New Jersey
Marathon arrived. Though we had athletes
of varying abilities, the men decided to
run as a group - pushing, pulling and car-
rying each other to the finish line. Due to
a sudden health issue a day before the
marathon, | was unable to run the
Marathon with the men on race day. A
week later, however, | completed the Long
Island Marathon with the full encourage-
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ment and support of this newly formed
band of brothers.

Looking back at the experience we real-
ized that the greatest challenge was not
the marathon itself but the faithfulness
required for training. Chris Joseph, a jun-
ior, saw this connection with the spiritual
life: “If we don’t put in time to train,
we’re not fooling anyone but ourselves.
Just like prayer. You gotta put in the time
to complete the spiritual journey.” Andrew
Rodriguez wrote, “As we passed the half-
way point (of the marathon) | thought
about how privileged | am to experience
the Eucharist - what I've held in my hands
and been able to feed myself. And how
fortunate | was to know the guys and train
with them. These blessings made the dis-
tance behind me and the distance ahead
of me seem insignificant. | was very thank-
ful and in awe of God’s blessings. | prayed
that everyone could feel as blessed as | felt.”

St. Paul, who served as a sort of spiri-
tual personal trainer on this mission,
wrote that none of us lives as his own
(Romans 14:7). In our pursuit of heaven,
the ultimate marathon, we don’t run
alone. We need the support of good com-
munity to encourage us and even to carry
us on when we think we cannot go a step
farther. It was a great feeling to complete
the marathon. I’'m not going to lie: it was
also a great feeling not having to run any-
more. That water at the finish line never
tasted sweeter! How much greater will be
the joy that awaits us when we have come
to the finish line of our spiritual marathon
and enjoy the sweetness of Heaven! t






